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Colossians 1:13-29 Why did Jesus have to be a baby?

During this Advent season, we are going through selected passages and answering
some questions that you may have about Christmas. | forgot to do this in last week’s
sermon, but | want to give credit to Koi lzumi for this idea. He had a supervised ministry
class for seminary that required him to do specific ministry work at the church and
discuss those projects with me, and one that | gave him was putting togther ideas for
Advent sermon series. God used his work to guide this series of sermons, and | wanted
to give him credit. Last week, we answered the question, “why the virgin birth.” The
answer is that Jesus could not be born with original sin. The question today is a little
different. Why did Jesus have to be a baby? Why could God not just drop Jesus here
on earth as a full grown man? In order to answer this question, | want to look at the
broader picture of Jesus’s identity - who he really was. And in his identity as fully God
and fully man, we see the answer to this question. Our passage to see this truth today
is Colossians 1:13-29.

Starting with verses 13-14, we see God’s purpose for sending Jesus to earth, which is
his ultimate purpose of his providence over this universe. *He [God] has delivered us
from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. God’s ultimate purpose is to glorify
himself through the redemption of a people who find their greatest joy in bringing glory
to their creator. He does this through Jesus Christ, who died on the cross to redeem us
from our sins, which we will come to see later in this passage. And what is it about
Jesus that makes it possible for him to redeem us and forgive us for our sins that all the
other human death that has taken place could not do. It is because Jesus was no
ordinary human. Look at verses 15-18 that describe Jesus’s identity for us in three
ways. First Jesus is identified as God. Verse 15 says, “He is the image of the invisible
God, the firstborn of all creation. '°For by him all things were created, in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all
things were created through him and for him. The Bible identifies God as the creator,
and now connects Jesus, the son of God, with the very act of creation itself. This is the
same way the gospel writer John introduces Jesus in John 1:1-3, In the beginning

was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. ?He was in the
beginning with God. ® All things were made through him, and without him was not any
thing made that was made. To say that Jesus is the image of God is not to say that he is
something different, but rather he is literally the same being, but we can see Jesus in
human form rather than spirit. John 4:24 and 2Corinthians 3:17 both tell us that God is
Spirit, and yet we can see Jesus or those who were here on earth with him could see
Jesus in a human way. The invisible God, becomes visible in human flesh through Jesus,
God the Son. In a similar way, to say that Jesus is the firstborn of creation is not to say
that he is created rather than eternal. We just celebrated the 1700th anniversary of the
Nicaen Creed which answered the Arian heresy that said that Jesus was a created being
and lesser than God the father. In response, in 325AD, the council of Necaea declared in
part that We believe in ...one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten from the
Father, only-begotten, that is, from the substance of the Father, God from God, light
from light, true God from true God, begotten not made, of one substance with the
Father... But as for those who say, There was [a time] when He was not, and, Before
being born He was not, and that He came into existence out of nothing, or who assert
that the Son of God is of a different hypostasis or substance, or created, or is subject to
alteration or change - these the ...Church anathematizes. To anathematize is to



condemn. This was not a new doctrine. The church fathers simply through reading the
Word of God knew overwhelmingly that the clear testimony of Scripture was that Jesus
was fully God, who had existed from eternity along with God the Father and God the
Son. But as this passage continues, Jesus is secondly identified as king. Verse 17 says,
""And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. The one who created
the universe is king of the universe. Over all things that exist, what keeps everything in
this universe running in an orderly manner so that we can predict time and ocean
currents and the seasons, according to the world view of the Bible, is not simply
scientific principles. Behind it all is the God who created the scientific principles we
continue to discover and understand. And this Jesus, who is God, is not a king removed
from the everyday of life of his people. He is not simply a clock winder who watches the
world unwind like the workings of a mechanical clock with the design that he created in
it. The Bible tells us thirdly that Ae /s the head of his people, the church. Verse 18 says,
'® And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the
dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. Jesus’s identity as God and king means
that his people of all people in the world answer to his authority. And God’s people exist
in the church, specifically gathering in local churches all over this world. Where the
church is, Jesus is the head, the source of direction and purpose and wisdom for that
church.

Why is Jesus unique in his authority over the church? Is God the Father and God the
Holy Spirit, are they also in authority over the church? Of course, but Jesus is
specifically identified as king and head over creation and the church, because Jesus’s
identity comes uniquely from his work he accomplished here on the earth. Look at
verses 19-23. '°For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, *and through
him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by
the blood of his cross. ' And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing
evil deeds, *’he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to
present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him, #if indeed you continue
in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you
heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation™ under heaven, and of which |, Paul,
became a minister. These verses are key to understanding Jesus. Verse 19 is taking us
back to verse 15, Jesus is God. Verse 19 makes that as clear as it can be all the fullness
of God is in him. In other words, Jesus is totally God! But then verse 20 reminds us that
this man who is totally God shed blood and died on the cross. That death brough
reconciliation between God and “all things.” Now, all things here could be all creation and
everything in the universe. In fact, reading the end of the Bible in the book of Revelation
makes clear that the ultimate end of all things is recreation and restoration to
perfection. What was lost in the Garden of Eden through sin is restored and reconciled
to its creator — and we are told here it is by Jesus dying on the cross. But verse 21 and
22 get more specific...yes, there is an ultimate restoration coming, but now there is an
individual reconciliation that happens to sinners who are born alienated or separated
from God. Think back to our discussion of the virgin birth- remember we are all born
with original sin. We are sinners by nature and by choice. This description of people
alienated and hostile against God, doing evil — that is all of us! This is not describing the
worst of sinners, it is describing all sinners. And from Romans 3:23, we know that all of
us have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. If society approves our behavior and
our families approve our behavior, we tend to think we are pretty good human beings.
It’s why the word, TSUMI, in Japanese is more related to our relationship with others in
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society and not our condition before a god. But the Bible is clear that in God’s eyes, we
are all hostile to him, trapped in an unchanging pattern of sin - in fact dead in our sins
as Ephesians 2:1 tells us.

Our sin means that we need to be reconciled to God, but because of our sin, we cannot
through any action on our part actually make that reconnection that reconciliation with
God. A dead person cannot do anything for themselves, and a spiritually dead person,
which is all of us cannot do anything to save ourselves and be in a right relationship, a
reconciled relationship with God. But the wonderful news of the gospel is in verse 22,
starting with the And you of verse 21, *he (Jesus) has now reconciled in his body of
flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach
before him... This verse now brings in the humanity of Jesus- his body of flesh. Our
salvation, our reconciliation is dependent on this truth that Jesus died for our sins as the
perfect human sacrifice for our sin. He could only do this if he was a perfect human who
did not deserve to die for his own sin. The Virgin birth meant he had no original sin, and
his deity, being completely God, meant that he also was able to choose not to sin, which
none of us can do. But it was his full humanity that withstood that temptation,
understood love and grief and ultimately the pain of suffering and dying, that then
makes our salvation possible. His sacrifice only matters if he was sinless and human.
Both of which became possible and true in the incarnation when Jesus, God, comes to
earth as a human baby. His work on the cross centers on his perfect union of deity and
humanity. In order to be fully human, he had to experience every part of what it meant
to be human. We don’t just appear in this world as adults. We go through being a baby
and a child and adolescence and finally adulthood. This is why Jesus had to be a baby -
to be fully human, to become the only acceptable sinless eternal sacrifice for sin. But
notice that Jesus sacrificial death as a holy human was meant to be transformational for
the rest of us regular humans. Verse 22 ends with, in order to present you holy and
blameless and above reproach before him. The goal of salvation is not simply escape
from punishment, it is making us holy in order to stand before God. This involves the
process of sanctification. Sanctification is both a one time process that happens at
salvation as we are given Christ’s righteousness and an ongoing process as we daily
choose to follow Christ as our Lord by obeying him and growing in holiness and
Christlikeness. For the person who claims to be a Christian, but shows no desire to grow
in holiness or grieve over sin we all continue to commit, it shows that we may not
actually be Christians. The gospel is supposed to be making a daily, lifelong difference in
our life, not just produce a one time decision. We see this in verse 23, “if indeed you
continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that
you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation™ under heaven, and of which |,
Paul, became a minister. The same gospel that changed Paul’s life is the same gospel
that should change our lives. And that gospel is dependent on the fact that Jesus
became a human baby to pay the price for our sin.

And just as the gospel changed Paul, it changes us. Jesus’s identity now forms our
identity. Read verses 24-29 **Now | rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my
flesh | am filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is,
the church, # of which | became a minister according to the stewardship from God that
was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, ** the mystery hidden for
ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. > To them God chose to make
known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is
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Christ in you, the hope of glory. *Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching
everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. ® For this |
toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me. From verse 24 to
26, Paul is describing what Christ being his identity, in other words being, in Christ,
means for him. It is suffering for the gospel on behalf of the churches that he has
planted and helped to encourage. That ministry of the Gospel is tied directly to God’s
Word, and for all the Elders in here or potential Elders or missionaries, the gospel call we
have is a call to the ministry of the word. | don’t believe we can separate the work of
missions, what some may see as pure gospel work to the ministry of the Word. You
can’t just plant the gospel seeds and expect new plants to grow on their own. You need
to have a goal to make the Word of God fully known! To Paul, this meant that the
Gentiles, non-Jews, would have access to that Word of God and the gospel it
proclaimed. That is the mystery of the gospel that he talks about here and in other
places - the gentiles have as much access to God as the Jews who come to Christ. But
notice that the ultimate goal of this teaching from the Word of God is maturity in Christ,
verse 28. Our identity is now uniquely found in Christ. That is the core of who we are
when we are reconciled to God through Jesus Christ. So my identity as a Christ follower,
a disciple of Christ, or what we simply say, a Christian is who | am at my core. And as
the Word of God is applied to my life through preaching and teaching and learning and
growing, we come to know and understand more about who we are in Jesus Christ.
Everything we experience as a human, we come to see through the eyes of Christ as
revealed in God’s Word. Jesus, because he is fully human, can identify with every aspect
of being human, because he went through every part of it, birth, childhood, family,
friends, joy, grief, suffering and death. Who do we look to in order to find our
understanding of what it means to be human? We look to Jesus Christ. We look to the
one who created us, and who recreates us through the new birth of salvation. And the
most incredible aspect of this change, this sanctification, this becoming more and more
like Christ that God is working in us - is that its not me struggling for perfection or
holiness on my own. Paul closes out these verses that tell the transformation and work
that he has seen Christ work in him, by point out that is not Paul’s work, but Jesus, who
powerfully works within me. Jesus became a human baby to redeem us, to reconcile us
to God our creator, and to make us holy, like himself. We simply surrender to Christ
everyday who is powerfully working in us to make us more like himself. We surrender
our wills, our thoughts, our actions, our attitudes to be fully obedient, not to a baby, but
to our Savior who has been where we are, but with no sin, and makes it possible for us
to truly live in Him. Let’s pray.



